[bookmark: _Hlk139976642][bookmark: _Hlk125459423][bookmark: _Hlk120884015][image: NewsNotes-final-bw]NEWS & NOTES | January 3 & 4, 2026

  GOOD THINGS THAT WILL HAPPEN




1. We'll kick off a new round of Sunday morning Bible studies. Please join us on January 4 for a special presentation by St. John's member Kristi Meyer on her recent experience presenting at a women's ministry conference in Southeast Asia (note: this presentation will not be livestreamed due to potential security concerns). Beginning on January 11, we'll welcome back Prof. Kyle Bitter for a five-week study on Reading—and Misreading—Scripture. 

1. We'll celebrate our annual Mission & Ministry Sunday on January 25. Please especially mark your calendars for the State of the Parish presentation at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Our Board chairs will give updates on their work, and we'll hear more about the current state of our campus expansion project. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk129768330]We'll kick off the 2026 version of By Scripture Alone, our daily Bible reading program. This year, we'll be reading through The Story, an abridged chronological Bible that reads like a novel. It's not too late to pick up your copy of The Story and read along with us! Visit www.sjtosa.org/BSA for a reading schedule. 

  GOOD THINGS THAT HAPPENED


1. We came together to celebrate our Savior's birth. Thank you to everyone who assisted with all aspects of worship and fellowship opportunities during the Advent and Christmas seasons. Our St. John's volunteers are truly a blessing! 

1. Our voters approved adding a second 1st-grade teacher beginning with the 2026-2027 school year. Watch for more information coming soon on a call meeting in late January or early February, and please keep the call process in your prayers! 

  GOOD THING YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW



1. [bookmark: _Hlk160093583]We've got an exciting new initiative at school! Over the past several months, our faculty members have been working to develop a list of the qualities embodied by St. John's teachers and students. We're proud to introduce the Wall of Armor: a way to recognize those who particularly demonstrate these qualities. Check it out the next time you're at school! 
Sunday School
    GROW


Resuming Sunday, January 4 – It's never too late to have your children participate in Sunday School! Children in K3 – 7th grades are invited to join us at St. John's School. Sunday School is held at the same time as adult Bible study, so why not drop your children off and then grow spiritually too? If you'd like more information, please contact John Warnke, Sunday School superintendent, at john.m.warnke@gmail.com.

New Bible Information Class
[bookmark: _Hlk217141744]Beginning Sunday & Monday, January 18 & 19 – Now is a great time to commit yourself to learning more about God's love for you in a focused and intentional way. Whether you're a regular Bible study attendee or it's been awhile since you came, our new Bible Information Class might be just the right fit. This class will run on Sundays from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. or Mondays from 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. and is a great opportunity to either learn more about or review the core teachings of the Bible. For more information and to register, visit www.sjtosa.org/BIC. 
    CONNECT


Friends in Fellowship
Tuesday, January 6 – You are invited to join us as we reminisce while viewing the original White Christmas at our annual movie day. Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided; please bring your own lunch. Lunch and fellowship will begin at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall followed by the movie at 12:45 p.m. Bring a friend—all are welcome. We look forward to seeing you! 

Women’s Volleyball Opportunity
Did you play competitive volleyball in high school or college? Are you available on Sunday evenings this winter and spring to play or sub on our St. John's women's volleyball team? If you have any questions or are interested in joining the team, please e-mail Natalie Stolzman at nahartman6@gmail.com and include your contact information.

Volunteer Appreciation Event
Sunday, March 15 – Save the date! We are so thankful for the many people who volunteer at 
St. John's Church, School, and Early Learning Center, and we're looking forward to thanking you at our Volunteer Appreciation Event. Please mark your calendars for this event at Wisconsin Lutheran High School, and watch for more information and invitations in mid-to-late January. 

Lent by Candlelight Save the Date
Ladies, Lent by Candlelight is coming up at the end of February! Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 28, in the afternoon. This event will follow a similar format to Advent by Candlelight while reflecting on Jesus’ journey to the cross. Watch for more information on registering and hosting a table coming soon. 
    SERVE


Employment Opportunity
Mandy Degner, our financial administrator, has left St. John’s to pursue other employment. We wish Mandy all the best and are thankful for her years of service to St. John's. Jenny Greggs, our previous church administrative assistant, has moved into the role of financial administrator—and we are therefore accepting applications for the church administrative assistant position. For a complete job description and application materials, visit www.sjtosa.org/employment. Applications may be submitted to church@sjtosa.org or dropped off at the church office during regular office hours. 

Council Project of the Month
Wisconsin Lutheran High School prepares students for real success and a lifetime of service in our churches and communities. WLHS is significantly upgrading its security, including a new door access system, improved lighting, cameras, and increased security staff levels throughout the building and property. This month’s Council Project will contribute to these security upgrades. To contribute, please visit www.sjtosa.org/giving or make checks payable to St. John’s.
    AROUND THE WELS


Lutheran Heritage Tour
Prof. Aaron Christie and Prof. Joel Otto will be leading the Lutheran Heritage Tour from June 4–19. 2026. Prof. Christie teaches worship courses at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and directs the Seminary Chorus. He has traveled extensively, studied, and led tours in Germany. Prof. Otto teaches the Reformation era church history course at WLS. This is not your typical “off the rack” trip to Germany. We hope to put the Lutheran Reformation into perspective as we tour sites that stretch from the time of Emperor Constantine to the present with special emphasis on places connected with Luther’s life and the Lutheran Church. A highlight will be attending a BachFest concert at St. Thomas, Bach’s church in Leipzig. For more detailed information and costs, please contact Prof. Otto at joel.otto@wls.edu or Prof. Christie at aaron.christie@wls.edu.


Wisconsin Lutheran High School Fashion Show
Sunday, January 18 – Limited tickets are now available for the annual “In the Image” fashion show in the WLHS Atrium from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. The event, which celebrates women of all ages, presents fashions from a variety of vendors modeled by WLHS students. The show’s culminating activity is awarding the Sharon A. Schoeneck “In the Image” Scholarship to a junior female student who has achieved academic success and demonstrated community and volunteer service. Tickets are $10 for front row seats and $5 for general admission. Visit www.wlhs.org/image for more information and to purchase tickets.
    CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


Tuesday, January 6
Friends in Fellowship: 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Board of Stewardship: 6:00 p.m., Narthex Office
Board of Outreach: 6:30 p.m., St. Matthew’s Room
Board of Discipleship: 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, January 7
Men’s Bible Study: 6:30 a.m., Zoom
RIBS: 8:30 a.m., St. Matthew’s Room
Adult Handbells: 6:00 p.m., St. Mark’s Room

Thursday, January 8
Thursday Morning Bible Study: 10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Sunday, January 11
Bible Study & Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall & School Classrooms
Lutheran Pioneers: 1:00 p.m., School Commons
    FINANCIAL UPDATE


	General Fund Offerings Report
	
	Needed
	
	Received
	
	Difference

	Fiscal Year Weeks 1-25:
	
	$ 525,576
	
	$ 590,456
	
	$ 74,880

	Fiscal Year Week 26:
	
	$ 23,302
	
	$ 32,523
	
	$ 9,221

	Fiscal Year to Date:
	
	$ 538,878
	
	$ 622,979
	
	$ 84,101


[bookmark: _Hlk196381666]
	Declaring His Praises Report
	
	Gifts Received
	
	Outstanding Pledges

	(as of December 30)
	
	$ 1,858,614
	
	$ 94,946
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